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|  Pfalm evan, 13. | 
Through God we ſhall do valiantly: for He it is 
that ſhall tread down our Enemies. 


FT HE Scripture is ever inculcating the 
w Exiſtence and Perfections of God ma- 

nifeſted in the formation and govern- 
ment of the world. To eſtabliſh our minds 
in the belief, and impreſs our hearts with the 
power of that noble Principle, a Divine Pro- 
vidence, the ſacred Writings are perpetually 
introducing God in the ſcenes of Nature and 
the affairs of Men. He is repreſented as the 
great Supreme Agent, who conducts the com- 
mon and extraordinary motions of the inani- 
mate world, controuls the counſels and actions 
of mankind, and diſpoſes all Effects and Events 
ſo as thereby to accompliſh the wiſe and good 


« 


 defignsof his own Moral Adminiſtration. The 


regular ſucceſſion of day and night, and the 
changing ſeaſons of the year, are the Ordinances 
of Heaven and Earth which God hath appointed. 
When it thunders, the Scripture calls us zo 
hear attentively the noiſe of his voice and the found 
that goeth out of his mouth: He direfteth it under 
the whole Heaven, and his lightning unto the ends 
of #he Earth. After it a voice roareth : He thun- 
dereth with the voice of his excellency. Does it 
rain? it is God which doeth great things and un. 


ſearchable, marvellous things without number : 
A 2 
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Who giveth rain upon the earth, and ſendeth ad- 
tert upon the fields. An Earthquake is in Scrip- 
ture Janguage the immediate operation of God, 
Who removeth the mountains, and they know not: 
Who overturneth them in his anger: Who ſhaketh 


the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof 


tremble. If we proceed to the Affairs of Men, 
the Scripture, we find, is equally careful in de- 
claring God to be the Great Superintendent 


and Manager of them. Do Empires grow up 


and periſh? it is He that buildeth and plant- 
erb, that pulleth down and defiroxveth. Do Na- 
tions riſe and diſappear, flouriſh and decay? 
He increaſeth the nations and diſtroyeth them, He 
enlargeth the nations, and ſtraitneth them again. 
Are publick Counſels divided, fluctuating, di- 
ſtracted? He taketh away the heart of the chief 
of the people of the Earth, and cauſeth them to 
 "vander in a wilderneſs where. there is no way. 
Is the Adminiſtration of a Kingdom prudently 
conducted? the Lord is thereby exalted, he hath 
filled it with judgement : and, in conſequence of 
his favour, wiſdom and knowledge are the ſtability 
of theſe times, and ſtrength of ſalvation. Is a 
Nation unproſperous in War? It is He who 
leadeth their counſellburs away ſpoiled, and maketh 
the rulers fools : who poureth contempt 1 

Princes, and weakenetb the firength of the Mighty. 
Do They, on the contrary, prevail in battle? 
through God we ſhall do valiantly: for He it is 
that ſhall iread down our Enemies. Thus Reve- 
lation, you fee, is conſtantly calling our atten- 
tion from Natural cauſes, inſtruments, and 
means, to the Firſt cauſe, thereby teaching us 


to give unto the Lord the glory that is due. 
; os pag W 5 80 
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I; 1 ' 
So that the great Principle of Piety 1 . 
by the whole ſtrain of Scripture, and by our 
Text in particular, is, that all N ational Proſ⸗ 
perity, eſpecially proſper! ity in war, is owing 
to the Bleſſing of Divine Providence: to which, 
therefore, it ought to be aſcribed with moſt 
ſincere, fervent, and ſolemn Thankſgiving. In 
treating this ſubject I ſhall ſhew, | | 


Im the Frnsr place, that to honour Gackd in 
this manner is à moſt reaſonable duty, and, 
therefore, to every reaſonable and well - diſpoſed 
mind, a moſt delightful Employment. 

For to aſcribe our National Succeſſes to God 

is aſcribing them to their true Original Cauſe, 
Men cannot juſtly claim any honour from ſuch 
events than what belongs to moral Inftruments 
and Means, the honour of having faithfully 
employed the great talents intruſted to them 
for the benefit of mankind, The Wiſdom of 
the Politician, and the prudent Conduct of the 
General, are the gifts of God. He, who is 
the fountain of light and wiſdom, beſtows the 
capacity and foreſight, which form an admi- 
rable Oeconomy of Government, or ſettles an 
excellent plan of military operations. The 
Authors of ſuch ſalutary meaſures are endow'd 
with their nable talents by Him. His Provi- 
dence raiſes up perſons * eminent abilities 
and ublic ſpirit in a Critical Seaſon, when- 
(Fer e is pleaſed to do ſome great thing for 
any People. _The happy execution of well- 
concerted deſigns is owing to his over-ruling 
Influence. The health of the Seamen and 
Soldiers, the accidents of weather and oppor- 


A 2 tunity, 


THY 


| 2 tun ty; together with the many little circum 
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: fances on which Victory ſo often depends, are 


8 > not within the command of Men, but are en- 
ttrely at the diſpoſal of God. It would, there- 
fore, be as abſurd to impute Succeſſes of this 


kind to Human Agents, or to Chance, as: 3 
would be to impute an excellent piece o 
workmanſhip to Caſualty, or to the Utenſil 
which the Workman uſes in making it. But 
to aſcribe our Succeſs in War ſolely or chiefly 
to Second Cauſes, i is not only abſurd: It is alſo 
impious. It is defrauding God of his Right, 
It is ſnatching the government of the world 
out of his hands. It is laying the ax to the 
root of Piety, and levelling with one blow Na» 
tional Religion and Virtue. ' 
 - Further, to conſider and own our Succeſſes 
as flowing from the Mercy and Benediction of 
God, is not more reaſonable than it is delight- 
ful. It heightens greatly their value and our 
enjoyment. The happy conſequences. of a, Se- 
ries of Triumphs are not obſtructed, nor is the 
ſecurity and glory of a People diminiſhed, by 
juſt and pious acknowledgment, of our being 
indebted to God for them. They receive, more- 
over, great addition of worth, and are reliſhed 
with a much more ſublime and exquiſite plea- 
ſure, F or, in this view, they are enjoyed as 
indications of the Divine Care of us. A man 
of a publick ſpirit, but withal deſtitute of Piety, 
rejoices in theſe favourable Events to his Coun- 
try: and the more extenſive his proſpect is of 
the honour and benefit reſulting from them, 
the livelier will be his joy. A Good Man has 
equal love to his nation, equal ſenſibility > 
the 
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the glory and advantage from a courſe of Vie 
torics over the Enemies of his Country: Bu! 

Devotion gives to, him a vaſt ebe of 
_ Enjoyment. Gratitude to the Governour of the 
World pours into his heart additional. joys; 
and ſwells his Triumph with, divine pleaſure, 


= 


infinitely beyond the Exultation of à man 
who is void of this enlarging and celeſtial 
rinciple. Devotion is the nobleſt and moſt 
geligutful exerciſe of a reaſonable Being. A 
habit of Devotion is the richeſt ornament and 
glory of the human mind, Thankſgiving ig 
the moſt animating part of Devotion. It opens, 
warms, and invigorates the ſoul by great and 
affecting conceptions, of the glorious Attributes 
of the Supreme Being, exerted for the Good of 
his reaſonable Creatures: and the more exten- 
ſive his Benefits are, and the wider their, influ» 
_ ence is to make multitudes, entire Communi- 
ties and Kingdoms happy, the more elevated 
are a, devout, man's views of the: Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, from whence theſe com- 
prehenſive bleſſings flow. Neither is this part 
of Devotion leſs honourable, to God than de- 
lightful to ourſelves, Oer ante. Go Thankf- 
giving is a precept, which intimates, the Sur 
| e Being: to. be particularly pleaſed, with 
his oblation. He delights to behold his Rea- 
ſonable Creatures rejoicing in the effects of his 


Goodneſs, and rejoicing in Him as the Author 
of their Bleſſings, andthe God of their Salva- 
tion. It is ſurely a Sight peculiarly-grateful 
to: Him, to view a whole Nation kneeling be- 
fore him, and adoring Him as tho Fountain of 
their felicity, glorying in Him for the W 
- | O 
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of their expeditions, and aſeribing to Him the 


honour of their Victories. When this ſacri- 


fice of praiſe is preſented by ſo many thou- 


ſands, with one heart and one mind, it is an 
Act of Worſhip noble in itſelf, worthy of his 
acceptance, and tending to very happy Effects 


on the manners of a People. This leads me 


to obſerve, 


SEconDLY, A truly thankful ſenſe of our 


obligation to Providence for our national Suc- 
ceſſes, has a powerful tendency to make us a 
religious and virtuous People. TEE. 
Pure, rational, and fervent Devotion, ſea- 

ſons the heart with every principle of ſolid 


and ſubſtantial Goodneſs. There is a cloſe 


and inſeparable connexion between a reverent 
Senſe of the Supreme Being and a Solicitud: 
to _ Him. In particular, affecting views 
of his Benevolence, and lively ſenſibility to his 
Benefits, ſoften the mind in relenting reflec- 
tions on our unworthy behaviour to him, and 
by the ſweeteſt and ſtrongeſt of all motives, 
Gratitude, ſtimulates us to render ourſelves 
acceptable to Him in our future temper and 
deportment. e ' 
National Thankſgiving to God, is a means 
of diffuſing a Spirit of Devotion through a 
whole Nation. And if once a People grow 
devout, rationally devout, they will ſoon be 
reclaimed from their follies, impietjes, and 
vices. Every Individual, who feels his heart 
truly affected by the Goodneſs of God to his 
Nation, and clearly perceives his own ſecurit 
and comfort included in the general Proſpe- 


rity, 


_— 


[9] 
rity, will contribute his portion of Gratitude, 
thinking himſelf bound by the ſtrongeſt ties to 
honour God by Obedience to his laws. 
Thankſgiving which ends in empty praiſe, is 
not Devotion. That which is real, that which 
flows from worthy ſentiments of the Supreme 
Being, cannot terminate in the homage of the 
lips. It pehettates the ſoul, it fixes there a 
principle of Religion which will exert itſelf in 
great and extenſive effects. It meliorates the 
heart, and prompts and determines us to all 
the works of righteouſneſs. 2 
Another Effect of Devout Gratitude to God, 
will be Gratitude to Men, whom He employs 
as the miniſters of his Providence in doing us 
Good. If we truly honour Him as the Origin 
of our bleſſings, we ſhall not fail to behave 
becomingly to Thoſe who have been ſubſervient 
to Him in accompliſhing the ſecurity and ex- 
alting the glory of his favoured people. A 
Contrary behaviour is the fruit of irreligion, 
as the Author of the Hiſtory of the Judges has 
wiſely remarked : the Children of Iſrael remem- 
bered not the Lord their God, who had delivered 
_ them out of the hands 4 all their enemies on every 
fide : neither ſhewed they kindneſs to the Houſe of 
Jerubbaal, namely Gideon, according to all the 
goodneſs which he had ſhewed unto Iſrael. It is 
a crime of the higheſt nature to be unthank- 
ful to God. It is alſo exceeding culpable to be 
ingrateful to our human Benefactors. Our 
wile and watchful Governours who plan the 
- ſchemes of Defence and Triumph, our Gene- 
rals and Admirals alſo, together with their 
Subaltern Agents, who expoſe their lives : n 
| the 


| C00 
the execution of thoſe ſchemes, have a juſt 
claim to their reſpective ſhares in our Eſteem, 
Affection, and Praiſe. _. 8 3 
Such then is the manifeſt tendency of Na- 
tional Thankſgiving to God to produce a ſpirit 
of piety, reformation from wickedneſs, and 
the prevalence of ſocial Order and Virtue 
among a people. Theſe Effects are infinitely 
more valuable than the temporal bleſſings 
conveyed and ſecured by the greateſt ſucceſſes: 
Victory over our Vices is A Teen more 


noble and beneficial than all the Trophies we 
gain from our enemies. When National Ho- 
nours and Triumphs produce this fruit, when 
they are the means of awakening Piety, ſup- 
preſſing Immerality, and promoting a vigor- 
dus practice of all the ſocial Virtues, then is 
our Cauſe of rejoicing increaſed beyond Ex- 
preſſion, and a firm Foundation is laid of 
Confgdence in God. For, 
TrikDLy, to confider our ſucceiles as Effects 
pr his bleſſing, and to offer to him ſincere 
hankſgiving on that account, is the way t6 


_ Through God «we ſhall do valiantly : For He it 
1s that ſhall tread down our enemies, "Theſe art 
conciſe expreſſions and full of weighty mean- 
ing. They give unto God the Glory of Vic- 
tories already gained, and expreſs a Hope, yea 
more than a Hope, a Confidence in his future 
Benediction; and, through that Benediction, 
an Aſſurance of continued and accompliſh'd 
triumph. Lf 


„„ 
if we acknowledge the advantages we have 
hitherto obtained in war to be owing to 
His aſſiſtance, we cannot refuſe to own that 
without the continuation of the ſame aſſiſtance 
Our Proſperity cannot be abiding. We have 
no reaſon, indeed, to fear that the courage of 
our Officers and Soldiers, our Admirals and 
Seamen, will forſake them. Yet, without the 
bleſſing of God, that wiſdom and unanimity 
in our Counſels which has hitherto ſo well 
directed the Operations of valour, and laid out - 
with ſo much judgement the Objects of our. 
military attempts, may be deſtroyed by future 
diviſions, or rendered ineffectual by number- 
leſs contingencies. So that in another Cam- 
Raten things may turn againſt us, notwith- 
ſtanding preſent appearances are ſo promiſing. 
Wherefore the favour of God alone can ſecure 
a happy iſſue to our affairs, and bring us with 
honour out of this long and dangerous war. 
But unfeigned thankfulneſs for the Mercy he 
hath already ſhewn us, and ſincere Thankſ- 
giving to Him on that account, is one means 
to engage the permanence of his favour. If 
withal our Thankſgivings are perfected in real 
reformation and obedience to his laws, we 
ſhall be certain of the future Operations of his 
Providence on our Side. For rightecuſneſs ex- 
alteth a nation, Bleſſed is the People whoſe God 
7s the Lord. 5 

On this firm foundation of Confidence in 
God, our ſouls will ſtand as on a high and 
ſtrong Eminence, from whence we may take a 
a large extent of glorious proſpect. We _— 
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[tr] 
the horizon of our joy. We look round abit 
us and fee a great way forward. We con- 
template our preſent ſucceſſes as pledges of the 
Divine Affection and perſevering Benediction. 
We juſtly con ſider the immediate honour and 
ſecurity reſulting from our victories, as big with 
dleſſings to the Generations to come, and may 
triumph in well eſtabliſhed hope that we ſhall 
tranſmit our religion, our laws, our mag none 
our trade, our national glory, to our late 
| Pofterity. Through God we ſhall do valiantiy: 

For He it is that ſhall tread down our Enemies. 
Now then, in order to impreſs our minds 
with ſuch ſenſe of our obligations. to God as 
-wall effectually move us to becoming returns. of 
Gratitude —1 Obedience; 
Let us compare our preſent ſituation, in 
of his Bleſling, with That we were 
10 lately in. This important and perilous war 
opened, in the year ſeventeen hundred and 
Aan with ha ill- conducted and: unfortu- 
nate March of General Braddock againſt Fort 
An Queſne, erected by the French in the territory 
of Virginia, near the junction of the River 
Monongubela with the great and noble river 
Obio. The diſgrace of his defeat was ſome- 
what qualified by Colonel Moxc#fon's reduction 
of Nova- Scotia, and by Sir William Fobnſen's 
victory over the Freuch army near Lale George. 
Which Victory, however, or rather Repulſe af 
an attack, was the only fruit of the Expedi- 
tion under that Commander againſt Co 
Point, a fortreſs built by the French on the lands 
belonging to the Province of New-2drk. fol 
2 A 
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following year, fifty-{ix, will do no Honour to 
the Britiſb annals. Our Panick from the ap- 
prehenſion of a threatenea Invaſion, the ſcan- 
dalous behaviour of a Hritiſb Admiral in the 
Mediterranean ſea, and the Loſs of the Iſland of 
Minorca, are ſtill remembered with a bluſh, and 
will be read and talked. of by our Childrens 
Children with aſtoniſhment and ſhame. The. 
Diviſions and Diftractions which embroiled 


: our Counſels quickly after, and the myſterious 


influence which defeated the formidable deſign 


againſt Rochefort, compleated our diſhonour, 
heightened our danger, and brought us to the 


verge of deſtruction. We became @ By-word 


of the Nations, and an hiſſing and a reproach 


among all Countries. Confuſion covered. us, 
Trembling took hold on us, and Deſpair fat in 
every Countenance. But on a ſudden the ſcene 


began to change. Our God, who ſeemed to have 


caſt us off, interpoſed in the article of extreme 
Diſtreſs. He raiſed up the Men whom He had 
choſen, whom he made the honoured Inſtru- 


ments of. reſtoring and eſtabliſhing Harmony 
in our.Counſels, and of awakening and dif- 
fuſing a Martial Spirit in our Fleets and Ar- 
mies. From that time the Britiſhß Sun emerged 
. out of his Eclipſe, and ſhone with his ancient 
- Strength . and. Glory. From that auſpicious 


Ara we have gone from ſtrength to ſtrength, 


The Britiſb Arms triumph in every Quarter of 
the World. Europe, Ala, Africa, America be- 
hold with wonder our victorious Colours. Our 
Enemies flee before us in every climate. Their 
: wealthy Iſlande, their Forts, their ſtrong City, 
1 B 2 have 
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have {ubmitted to our conquering power. All 
their vaſt and towering {ſchemes of ambition 
are vaniſhed as a viſion of the night. Nothing 
is left them but Rage, D and WP 
Threats. | 

But this Subject is too intereſting to be 
treated in ſuch a 8 and general way. It 
deſet ves, it demands, the moſt diſtinct * 

articular view. Let us then obſerve, 

That ſome of our moſt important Victories 
were gained by a very great inferiority of 

Numbers on our part, or againſt prodigious 
| Advantages on the ſide of the Enemy in point 
of ſituation and the many and great difficulties 
and dangers which our Forces had to encoun- 
ter; Dangers and Difficulties ſo many .and 
great as to cut off almoſt all rational hope of 
overcoming them. The Victory in the plains 
of Minden is an inſtance of the former of theſe 
caſes ; the no leſs glorious Canqueſt of RQuebeg 
is an example of the latter. 

In the next place, it merits particular atten- 
tion, that our Succeſſes have followed one 
another in a Chain, without the Intervention 
of any thing worthy to be called a Diſappoint- 
ment, to damp our joy and deduct from the 
value of our Acquiſitions. This is the more 
remarkable on account of the vaſt and un- 
common Extent of the War, and the great Va- 
riety of plans to be put in execution, over ſuch 
a length of Seas, and in ſuch widely-diſtant 
Regions. 

The Space of Thne, likewiſe, in which all 
theſe great things have come unto us, is * 

thy 
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"thy of regard. The major part of them have 

been crowded into the narrow compaſs of a 

| fingle Year. No ſingle Year in our. hiſtory 
was filled with ſuch a number of Events ſo 

illuſtrious and beneficial to our nation. 


In the laſt place, the Effects of our Victo- 
ries do moſt of all challenge our Conſideration. 
Theſe Effects are, the Miſchiefs prevented, the 
Loſs to the Enemy, and the Gain to Our- 
ſelves. The Miſchiefs prevented are many and 
terrible. The Overthrow of the numerous 
army of France by the renowned Ferdinand, 
ſaved Our King's Electoral Dominions from 
being turned into a Wilderneſs, and made a 
ſcene of famine and deſtruction. The Loſs of 
our American ſettlements, the ruin of our 
trade, the filling of theſe Kingdoms with blood 
and rapine, the overthrow of the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion, and, therewith, of our civil and 
religious liberties, are the Evils which We have 
eſcaped. On the other hand, the Damage our 
Enemy has fuſtained is immenſe. By the ha- 
vock we have made of their ſhips of war, their 
Naval Strength is in a manner utterly broken. 
Their Trade is entirely ſtagnated. Its ſources 
are ſtopped. Their principal ſupplies of Wealth 
are transferred into our hands. Several of 
their moſt valuable Settlements are ſnatched 
from them. Almoſt all their vaſt Dominions 
in North America have been compelled to obey 
the Scepter of Great Britain. But the gain to 
Us is greater than the Enemy's loſs. We 
have not only acquired a mighty * 
\ | g O 


tion, we are in poſſe 


of the ol 


hath made our Enemies our 


[16] 

of Dominion, and acceſſion of Glory and 
Power, but alſo a very great extenſion of our 
Trade, and, which is of principal conſidera- 
ſhon of Securities, which, 
if we keep. them, will obtain for us a moſt 
honourable Peace; a Peace, which will eſta- 


bliſh the enjoyment of our Religion, our Go- 
vernment, our Liberty, our Property, on 2 


Baſis that will endure for many generations. 46 

Over and above all theſe Great and Good 
things, our favoured Kingdoms have not only 
been hitherto preſerved in Tranquillity, amidit 


the miſeries _ horrors of war which have 


ſpread over many Countries: but God has 


hkewiſe crowned this ever-memorable Year 
with a moſt wonderful Harveſt, which for the 


abundance of Grain of all kinds, the excellent 
condition. of every kind, and the uncommonly 
favourable — = for gathering it in, can 
ſcarce be parallel d by another 1 in the memory 
perſon living. 


Wherefore, let us offer naw God Thankſ- 


| giving Let us with moſt fervent Gratitude 
- aſcribe our Salvation and our Triumphs to the 


powerful and gracious energy of his Provi- 


dence. Let us, moreover, chearfully truſt that 


He will never leave us nor forſake us, until he 


then, to ſecure the Continuation of | his fa- 


. vour, we muſt approve qurſelyes worthy of it. 


Let us honour him by reverent Obſervance of 
his A nts, and by willing and vigo- 


rous Obedience to his moral Laws. So doing, | 
we may aſſure ourſelves of a glorious Period 
0 


EL 
to this war, and of tranſmitting to our lateſt 
Poſterity the glory and ady we have 
gained by it. For ſuch bleſſed Conclufion of 
things let us earneſtly pray. Far from de- 
lighting in War, and mdulging a vain ambi- 
tion to increaſe our greatneſs, let us beſeech 
Almighty God to difpoſe our Enemies to the 
defire of Peace, and that he would be pleaſed 
to put an End to the miſeries of mankind, by 
reconciling the Princes and Nations in a 
bonds * harmony and love. 


H 5 


SC to the Lord, exalt his Name, 


The mighty God of War : 
Who g 8 ile fields, who brings 
Our trophies from a-fa, * 


Our conquering Bands, with glorious toil, 
Have all the ſeaſans try'd 

In frozen wilds and burning ſands, 
* hy Providence their Guide. 


On Minden 8 plain, our little Hoſt 
Mov'd fearleſs to the fight: 

The hoſtile legions fled, they fell 
By thouſands 3 in their flight, 


Triumphs 
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Triumphs on India 8 3 coaft 
Secure our Merchants Galu. 

| F am'd Senegal his Gum reſigns, 
And Guadeloupe her Cane. 


In realms by Britiſh valour won, 
The long Obio ſtrays 
And Canada's * Majeſtick Flood 


Imperial Homage Pays. 
Our Heroes climb'd his rocky Steep, 


Confuſion broke our Foes. + 
On the ſtrong Citadel a-loft, 
Britanma's Banner roſe. 


A Kingdom won! but oh how bisl 
The Price our Glory coſt ! : 

Still give us wiſe and gallant Chiefs 
And lov'd like Him we loſt. 


Sing to the Lord, exalt his N ame, - 
The mighty God of War: 

Who guards our fertile fields, wh brings 
Our ag from a- far. 


The River Se. Laurence, on \ which ſands * the * of 
che French Empire i in North America, 
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n Y M N 
For the Public FA S 7, Feb, 16, 1759: 
6 LMIGHTY Ruler of the Skies, 


_ *Tis Thine alone to ſave. 
Vain is the Wiſdom of the Wile, 
And Valour of the Brave. 


The Wiſdom of the Wiſeſt fails, 
If thy Diſpleaſure frown: 

No Valour of the Brave avails, 
If T n wilt 2 them down. 


N. armies = pg were re long 
Her foes inſult no more, 


Yet, trembling in our Joy, we kneel 
Before Thy awful feet : 
Our Sins, Indulgent Father, heal, 


And make our Bliſs compleat. - 

The Pow'rs whom furious Diſcords rend, 
To Friend(bip reconcile : 

And bid ſweet Peace her Wings extend 
Oer Britain's happy Ifle. * 
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